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Presented By: George Bradner, Assistant Deputy Commissioner of P&C Division 

Recommendations of the CID Severe Weather Mitigation & Resiliency Advisory Council



The  Co unc il’s  W o rk
• Convened in October 24 by Commissioner Mais

• Charged with developing actionable strategies to help build resiliency in CT

• Council represents insurance industry, regulators, academia, consumers, finance, 

building construction and emergency management.

• 2 Public meetings featured nationwide resiliency experts to explore best practices

• Issued final report with recommendations in June 25
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Advis o ry Co unc il Me mbe rs
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Co-Chair Sonja Larkin-Thorne – Consumer Advocate
Co-Chair Robert Hotaling – Deputy Program Advisor for Infrastructure at 
the State of Connecticut
George Bradner – Connecticut Insurance Department, Assistant Deputy 
Commissioner of Property & Casualty
Richard Branigan – Chief Executive Officer at American Red Cross 
Connecticut and Rhode Island
Bryan Garcia – President and CEO, CT Green Bank
Joseph Mathieu – VP, Office of Chief Underwriting Officer, The Hartford

Eric Nelson - Senior VP of Enterprise Catastrophe Risk Management, 
Travelers
James O’Donnell – Professor of Marine Sciences and Executive Director 
of Connecticut Institute for Resilience & Climate Adaptation (CIRCA), 
UConn
Jim Perras – CEO, Home Builders & Remodelers Association of 
Connecticut, Inc.
Joanna Wozniak-Brown – Climate & Infrastructure Policy Development 
Coordinator, CT OPM
Matthew Wulf – Head Government Affairs Americas, Senior VP, Swiss Re



Ke y Re c o mme nd a tio ns

04



Pa rtne r with Exis t ing  Pro g ra ms
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Support and partner 
with existing mitigation 
and resiliency programs 
to provide immediate 
support to 
homeowners.

Existing programs

• Connecticut Department of 

Housing’s CT Homes 

• Energize CT

• Habitat for Humanity North Central 

Connecticut

• Connecticut Green Bank’s Smart-E 

Program 



Fo rtifie d  Mitig a tio n
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Launch a pilot mitigation grant 
program focused on reinforcing roofs 
to meet the IBHS Fortified  standard 
in high-risk areas.

Image: IBHS website, CertainTeed  compliant roof system



Ed uc a tio n Outre a c h
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Expand public awareness 
and insurance education to 
help residents understand 
their risks and how to 
reduce them.



Fund ing  S o urc e s
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Explore incentives such as 
tax credits and catastrophe 
savings accounts to 
encourage mitigation.



He lp  At-Ris k Co mmunitie s
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Support equity by prioritizing 
funding for low- and moderate-
income households in high-risk 
communities.



De ve lo p  W o rkfo rc e
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Invest in workforce 
development by training 
evaluators and contractors 
in resilience upgrades.
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Mitig a t io n  Ma t te rs

These recommendations recognize that 
mitigation at the household level has a ripple 
effect. It reduces disaster recovery costs, keeps 
families in their homes, protects public safety, 
and stabilizes the insurance market over time.

$1 spent on mitigation brings a return of $11*

*Report: Natural Hazard Mitigation Saves, University of Colorado, 2019 



10

Tha nk yo u
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